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Shenzhen seen as a New Town of
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Experimentalism & Empiricism

SHENZHEN --- Within the last two dec-
ades, Shenzhen as one of the first tier new
town developments in China grew from a
fishing village into a city with more than 13
million populations. Thanks to the series
of new policies introduced by former Chi-
nese reformist Deng Xiaoping, Shenzhen
broke through many trading and land leas-
ing models of socialist planned economy
China. For example, the first land auction
of China was taken place in Shenzhen, and
this contributed a national scale real estate
development, thus the economic boom in
2008. Shenzhen’s proximity to Hong Kong
also enhanced the import of international
attitudes to the city.

The experimental and empirical nature of

the city eventually created its unique iden-
tity. In other words, Shenzhen needs to
constantly try out new things in order to
sustainable its position within the vigor-
ous competition among all other Chinese
cities. This identity of experimentalism
and empiricism may directly relate back to
Deng Xiaoping’s pragmatic attitude to re-
form China, from a country focusing very
much on the subjective side of the making
of the ideal communist community, to a
country emphasizing the objective devel-
opment of the materialistic society. At the
end of the day, new town not only materi-
alizes the pragmatic philosophy of Deng,
but also and eventually became a model
for others to follow. --- TAT LAM
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11 CUHK Students
Propose Radical Re-
Thinking of Louhu

THE REDO NEWTOWN
STUDIO IS BORN

HONG KONG --- Recognizing this crit-
ical juncture in Shenzhen’s young history,
the Redo NewTown Studio intends to re-
imagine the city for its next period of de-
velopment. Looking specifically at Luohu
District, we will seek out opportunities for
regeneration that are likely to be realized
and explore strategies for redeveloping
existing urban infrastructure.

The Studio directive attempts to echo the
mega-trend of redevelopment of Chinese
cities at large; to critically rethink the re-
positioning of Luohu, the original seed of
the first SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE
and the epicenter of Shenzhen’s rapid de-
velopment. Once special, it is already an
obsolete relic, having lost its identity due
to inter-district and inter-regional compe-
tition as the rest of the city and the coun-
try begin to overtake it.

In collaboration with Urbanus and refer-
encing the INTI New Town Programme
and the Shenzhen Urban Design Action
Plan, the student exploration of regen-
eration strategies should add a new layer

of knowledge to the post-NewTown de-
velopment of cities within China and
throughout the world.

The four intervention sites include: CEPA
Plaza (business district), Sungang/Qing-
shuhe (industrial area), Hubei Village (ur-
ban village), Dongmen (commercial dis-
trict). Each project will focus on at least
one specific urban problem of Shenzhen:
connection, infrastructure, social segrega-
tion, urban village, density, etc.

In accordance with the STUDIO OB-
JECTIVES, the students first underwent
the process of Constructing Site accord-
ing to their research, independent of ac-
cepted spatial boundaries, with the end
goal of locating and proposing an Urban
Intervention that responds to the primary
issue they have examined.

Through the application of (Urban) De-
sign Thinking, students progressed past
object-level understandings of Architec-
ture, developing the skills and sensibilities
to utilize Architecture as an instrument
for urban change. In this process, students
were introduced to the tools of urban re-
search and learned to apply them to a de-

sign project. --- TRAVIS BUNT

DESIGNS TO BE
PRESENTED AT CUHK

SHA TIN --- On December 7th, 2012,
eleven Masters of Architecture students will
exhibit their revolutionary urban design pro-
posals for Louhu District.Each presentation
will include:

A 200 word written concept statement

* Program summary

Diagrams:
o Concept
o Site strategy
o Circulation (micro/ macro)
o Programming strategy

Plans, sections and elevations
o Site plans
o Site, cross, & longitudinal sections
o Street elevation(s)

® Perspectives (3 Minimimum):
o Perspectives shall be framed to explain
the project concept and interrelatedness
of the borderland idea

Massing (site) Model:
0 1:1500- To explain the proposal’s site
strategy and its relationship to the border
o Other scales as neccessary
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Hubei Village

The NpwTown News

Repositioning Hubei Village to
Shenzhen is URGENT!

SHENZHEN --- China is developing its
urbanization with a tremendously high
speed. Urban Villages are a unique phe-
nomenon in China that forms part of the
contemporary age of his urbanization.
These villages usually appear in the urban
area and the downtown section of ma-
jor cities, such as Beijing, Shenzhen and
Guangzhou. They are surrounded by sky-
scrapers, transportation infrastructures, and
other modern urban constructions. Due to
the poor living environment, urban villages
often provide cheap housing for outsiders
to rent, at the same time, they are provid-
ing economic opportunity for the outsiders
to earn their first bucket of gold in the city.
Hubei Village is the oldest existing urban
village in the Louhu District, it contains 3
different typologies of village housing, old
village is the only area in the village that still
contains the original village characteristics,
such as brick walls, tile roof and the ances-
tral hall that has been built for over 500
years which has its own historical value and
full of lively street activities, such as the wet
market and narrow paths between houses

can also enhance the interaction between
villagers. However the living condition is
not very pleasant, lack of natural lighting,
poor sewage system and serious security
problems. Another type of urban village
were mostly built around the 1980’ with
very poor living conditions and the build-
ings layouts were violating the regula-
tions, Louhu government and the devel-
opers want to redevelop this part most and
negotiation had already been done in Oc-
tober 2012, so the construction would be
started very soon. The new urban village
were built in 2000; lighting condition, ac-
cessibility for cars and hygienic problems
has been improved. However, the whole
area is still lack of public facilities and
greenery. Since the land owners like to
build as much building as possible in the
limited land, buildings are very close to
each other and open space are reduced.
The narrow space restricts cars to pass
through in most of the area of the village,
and the land belonged to different land
owners are separated by walls. --- LEE
SIU KI, LAU YEUK MING

HOUSE TYPOLOGY
FOUND IN HUBEI

OLD VILLAGE --- The old village houses
still retain their vernacular form - 2-story
height with pitch roof made of bricks and
tiles. But some of them are damaged by il-
legal structures. The paths between each
house are very narrow that allow only one

or two people to pass through at the same
time T ATTVETTIZ MTNI(2

Numbear of floors @ 2

Humber of Noors - 10

L 0.3m

~r
TYPICAL VILLAGE --- Typical urban
village houses were the advance version of
old urban village houses, roof tile got tak-
en away, villagers built few more storeys
on top of it. Average height of the village
houses is around 10 storeys high. Since
most of the houses were built by the vil-
lagers which are unauthorized. The lay-
out of the village houses is irregular and
distance between buildings is only 0.3m.
These gaps are mainly used for hanging

clothes and placing their air-cons. ---
LEE SIU KI
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True Value of Hubei Village

Historical Property of Hubei is Critical for Furutre Shanznen

Public Plaza

LAUYEUK MING

HUBEI VILLAGE --- To redo the old vil-
lage, the significant historical background
should be counted as an important factor.
"This project is try to propose a urban plan-
ning development proposal to show the ur-
ban development can be combined with the
preservation in order to increase the value

of the land.

The new development is base on its foun-
dational element - old village houses. The
village links people together. The interac-
tion between people should be emphasized
for the planning.

The nearby greenery park is not used well
due to the barriers surrounding. So the pro-
ject will promote the circulation to reach
the park. If the park can be activated and
upgraded, more people would like to visit
the park. The redevelopment can eventu-
ally increase the people flow in the district.

Other than the existing elements, new cul-
tural facilities will be plugged in to enrich
the activities in the site. The cultural plug-
in is used to attract people to the site. The
cultural area proposed in this project is
more than an exhibition or a office for de-
sign company in Futain and Nanshan. Itis a
platform for art and cultural learning and a
space for experience. The plug-in gives less
impact to the old houses but can promote a
new atmosphere in the site.

Landbanking Strategy

The cultural area development is a promo-
tion of the site. Through the development,
the old village will change from place with
unpleasant environment into a brand rep-
resenting the value of Shenzhen - respect
the history and have development poten-
tial. The image of the whole district can
be promoted and the value of the surround-
ing lands can be eventually increased. The
commercial and residential development
can then be started as a second stage devel-
opment. --- LAU YEUK MING

SITE GROUND FLOOR PLAN
1: 1200
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e Precious Offer-
ing from Hubei Village

Rare Vernacular Alleys and Lanes in Luohu
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BARRIERS BLOCK
THE WAY TO LUOHU

HUBEI VILLAGE --- The Luohu Cul-
tural Park (Fig. 1) is one of the largest park
providing cultural facilities, such as art
academy and a stage for Chinese opera, and
greenery space in the district. It is a valu-
able place for people living around.

However, due to the ownership of the
lands, barriers - walls and buildings (Fig. 2)
are set up between the village and the Park.
"The barriers block the connection of Hubei
Village and the Park. The inconvenient of
accessing the Park reduces people’s inter-
est for visiting the park. --- LAU YEUK
MING

Figure. 1
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NEW ENERGY IN OLD STREET RENOVATION
MLEYS AND LANE S HUBEI VILLAGE --- The old houses in

Hubei village are valuable. It is worth to
keep instead of replace them during the
development.

There are two methods for the street ren-
ovation. The first one is for the old village
houses. Check the condition of the old
houses and take away those houses with
poor condition to free open space in the
crowded village. These open spaces can
act as a gathering space or a public com-
munity space, such as reading corner, for
residents. (Fig. 7) Figure. 8
The other method is for the buildings
around the old village (Fig. 8). Buildings
will be repair and turned into buildings
with covered walkway underneath (Fig.
9). That can widen the pathway for better
circulation. Galleries and new shops can
be fitted into the ground floor for exhibit-
ing or selling art works. --- LAU YEUK
MING
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Figure. 7

A COMPATIBLE NEW
BRAND FOR SHENZHEN

HUBEI VILLAGE --- Luohu is always
considered as the most prosperous district
in Shenzhen. However, Nanshan and Fu-
tain has caught up in recent years and are
popular for investment. Beside the com-
mercial development, these two places also
treat their old properties as useful things
- old factories in Nanshan are converted
into OCT-LOFT Creative Centre; aban-
don factories in Futain are changed to the
City of Design. The two places successtully
combine art and commercial development
for creative industry, and make their icons.
Nowadays, if the development in Luohu
is still mainly on commercial development
, it cannot stand out from the two places.
Therefore, a new brand that can represent
Luohu is necessary. The old Hubei village
has the potential for developing an art and

cultural learning area to express the new
energy to Luohu. --- LAU YEUK MING
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PHASING PLANNING
FOR HUBEI VILLAGE

s HUBEU VILLAGE --- The development
e i L] {1 [ is conducted by Shenzhen government and
e L “Reélocated Hubei/ | cooperated with private developers. The

£3= ) * Primary-School-

Sc — Loy BT ] RN left part of the area, including the old vil-
= ?" s Lt AN B S lage, is mainly under government’s control;
i Y fd ey S e e the right part is given to private developers
; e T for development (Fig. 3).

X T The development is planned into differ-
_ { 4 ent phases. Affordable housing, sufficient
N Ay e e greenery area and community facilities

& f_'.::._.-_ £ should be provided by the private developer PRESERVE AND RENEW
o -t e as required by the government in the first
e i : d y e g THE PRECIOUS

phase development.

N ; <y The second phase is the art and cultural FUNCTION OF ALLEY

“J 7 learning area in the old village. (Fig. 4)
' = 31 - Renovation and new development will take HUBEI VILLAGE --- A new art complex
e\ T | 3 o T ) AT e G I - N place. New community facilities will be is plugged into the area in between the his-
A | L - GOVERMMENT PLANNING AREA TR W oy, L Art Complex | R e added into the crowded area to free pub- torical village and the cultural park. The
f '!k - | e L :r""'ﬂ A \.._ Artists Studio, -~ - 1—*"" I W ::'-:;’ ' : lic space for the residents. Residential and the gomplex is not another barrier but' a
Ve N B Y e T ————— Wt o\ S r__,,-r il b - commercial development will take place rllz)e)dlum of connecting the two places (Fig.
o ' - . - ' o ' ' within 5 to 10 years after the development : _ _ _
Figure. 3 Figure. 4. Phase 2 Development of the old Villag}; --- LAU YEUK MING The art (;omplex is consisted of many lea}‘n— A
ing studios and some museums spreading —:_t'::,—-- __._--_-_','|1 II -
on the land. All the learning studios are —1 —_-|'____.|;”fj_“:'___' H BN
CONVERT SCHOOLTO separated from each other so that people /h—-:T;_;__—?"_:E'L: —I'Z.:_rH:_'___ - HE
LOW RENT ARTISTS ["|I|. can cross the building through the corri- / | = ]::1:_:-5:”"'_ \ '
R dors in between. The building promotes a B B | "-
STUDIO permeable circulation to rebuild the rela- ' \ ]
HUBEI VILLAGE --- It is a opportunity tion of the village and the park. Also, activi- :
to give more help to the artists in Shenzhen ties or sharing can also take place in these
when making the old village district into an corridors (Fig. 11). The precious function
art and cultural learning area. So the origi- — ;)rflcﬁ‘(::r?ilx?ﬁl 131 éhrfei)vl((il ;:(lallﬁ(l)%e ninﬁreserved
nal school building is converted into an art e D YEUK MING

ists studio to provide low-rent places for
artists. The ground floor is an exhibition
area and opened for public (Fig. 5). The en-
trance is changed from facing Hubei Street
to facing the old village. So the studio can
have a more direct connect to the village.
The original school circulation is also
changed. The corridor is located around
the middle countyard and the two sides of
building are connected by two footbridges
(Fig. 6). It is convenient for the artists to
move around in the building. Also, the cor-
ridor is widened so that the artists can use
the circulation space as a gathering space
to communicate with other artists. --- LAU
YEUK MING
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Figure. 10

Figure. 11
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Art Complex - Learning Studio & Museums

< > 1:600

1. Dancing Room

2. Sculptures Studio

3. Art Gallery

4. Exhibition Space

5. Painting Studio

6. Hubei History Museum
7. Pottery Studio

8. Music Studio

9. Black Box Theater
10. Restaurant

11. Luohu Art Academy

12. Chinese Painting Gallery
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Second Floor Plan

First Floor Plan

Ground Floor Plan

Underground Floor Plan
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LEE SIU KI JASON ZONING

I gredrmes, Ambiguous Identity of
Hubei Village to Louhu

Research for Hubei Re-development
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HUBEIVILLAGE---Chinaisdevelopingits = =
banizationwith douslyhighspeed. = Y B ===
urbanizationwithatremendouslyhighspee ﬁ @ @Dm o %gﬂ —
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Responsible Development
e L

A Real Estate Product to mix social classes enon that forms parc of the contemporary
out of Louhu Government con-

age of this urbanization. These villages

usually appear in the urban area and the

downtown section of major cities, such as

Beijing, Shenzhen and Guangzhou. They

are surrounded by skyscrapers, transpor-

tation infrastructures, and other modern

urban constructions. Due to the poor liv-
trol, the capital for maintenance
and development for the village
would have to be gathered by the
villagers themselves. However,
majority of people who are living
in the village are the people who
we called “outsiders”. They didn’t

ing environment, urban villages often
think they had the responsibility
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provide cheap housing for outsiders to
rent, at the same time, they are providing
economic opportunity for the outsiders
to earn their first bucket of gold in the
city.

The project initiates with the research
about relocation and social housing
responsibilities when an urban village is
removed. Therefore, the project attempts
to on the one hand, maximize the profit-
ability of the developer and on the other
hand, provide enough dwellings to peo-
ple from different classes. The design is
about a development of a mixed com-
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munity or housing complex, not simply to help the vill t and this led
segregating social classes in different OLD VILLAGE tg l:ci OF Sﬁciﬁea?:é ggmm:fniiy
zones, but to integrate them into one facilities and poor infra-structure
housing complex. The idea of inclusion- TYPICAL VILLAGE

in site. Through the site analysis,

ary zone is used to mix lower income
ry we found few fundamental prob-

people with higher income people. . i
Inclusionary zoning is a term which re- NEW VILLAGE l\i‘lﬁs that \;fle SliOtlt{edfln Hubei
fers to planning ordinances that require 11age, such as lack of greenery,
a new construction to be affordable by EMPLOYEE HOUSES barriers effecting facilities acces-
i)eolplf; with low to moderate inC(iI(;l/eS. i::lhty,d dflfe social sqgfe%atlon be(i
nclusionary zoning in practice, 10%- - NE een different social classes an
30% of new houses or apartments in order GREENERY the difficulty for vehicle to enter
to make the cost of the housing afford- the site etc.

able to lower-income households. The mix --- LEE SIU KI JASON

of “affordable housing” and “market-

rate” housing in the same neighbourhood PRESERVATION

is seen as a tool to provide a wider range
of housing options in order to control
housing prices, which would be use-

SOCIAL CLASSES DISTRIBUTION BARRIERS WITHIN THE SITE

sy g W A

Y,

ful for the ShenZhen new development
nowadays.

The project also explores the dynam-
ics between different social classes and
the idea of how to make use of the posi-

Hubei old village located at the centre of
Dongmen commerical area. It is one of
the oldest village and it is the only village
that still has the pure village characteristic
in ShenZhen. The ancestor temple in the

T Yy O

tive dynamics between social classes. village has the history of 500 years. The .
Louhu cultural park is theonly green park TS
LEE SIU KI JASON in Dongmen area, it should be expaned in- GF:
stead of being demolished. & A
T I / / i olzher elem;tns (I)—{ It—)Iubeih\Hllage would %giﬂ A
Vi oy t too. First, i teristic i B
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SITE ANALYSIS

HUBEI --- The social segregation prob-
lem is rather serious near Hubei area, &
upper class people doesn’t want to get in [
Hubei because of the hygenic problem
Barriers are blocking villagers ac- S
cessibility to the other area in Hubei, and pSSE ‘g
the connection in the site are cut into
pieces.
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The Hubei Cultrual Park are the |
only green park in Louhu, totally existing |
green area in site is only 6.9%, far from
30% required by the regulation.
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TYPOLOGY OF SITE CHARACTERS

RESIDENTTIAL BUILDINGS

TYPICAL RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS IN HONG KONG  MIGRATION GROUP 1: MIGRATION GROUP 2:
| - - HUBEI TYPICAL VILAGE HUBEI NEW VILAGE
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HUBEI NEW VILLAGE REDEVELOPMENT
Population intake from

Hubei Typical Village

and Hubei New Village =40% each

(13600 people in total)
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TYPICAL VILLAGE NEW VILLAGE

TOTAL POP. TOTAL POP.
= 18000 16000

SPATTAL CHARATERS

1. Human scale streets, disticinct heirachy

2. Interconnected with cultural park

3. Community buildings situated as blockage

between village and park

INCLUSIVE ZONING
20% of 70% of 10% of 3. S
Lowe.r Class Middle Class Housing Uppe.r Class éﬁ%.%ﬁ%%%é
Housing : :Housmg o
1 I 550 )
1 1
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wlE T Ei E R e The major grid system to Grid System Extension Bars are extruded from the
SEE S e e :.Ijj mg= == take over the minor grid grids with different height
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5. 6.
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14m C sm (] I [ ]

M.ARCH I STUDIO

CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG NEW TOWN NEWS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012

\ |
| . . .
"Mountains" are now created Different social classes
were contained, but in a

segregated format

UPPER CLASS MIDDLE CLASS LOWER CLASS| -
ROOM ROOM ROOM
140 sqm 70 sqm 35 sqm
FOR 4TO 6 FOR 2TO3
PEOPLE PEOPLE

the huge mass underleaf, sunlight can
penetrates the building

Mix them together but with
different room sizes. Create
chance for interaction.

To increase transperancy of Programmes can be inserted

TRANSPORTATION PATHS ORIENTATION OF "MOUNTAIN"
1. 2. L. R e L.
SRR e
o2 EC:;\;, —
== 51
Il I
- =
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| ey yay
= = = =" i Fﬁﬁ/ =
=723 L N = ==
Existing transportation paths Open up paths to guide To enhance the street activites of 2 surfaces of each house
people to the cultural park Hubei street facing the south direction
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Dong Men

The NpwCown News

DongMenis good,yetneed

Existing Shopping Street
Old, undervalued, deteriorating buildings and spaces should be renovated

DONGMEN --- Dongmen is the heaven
of cheap and low-end fashion in ShenZ-
hen. People must have heard of the crowd
and fashion in DongMen. It is one of the
most popular and frequently visited areas
in ShenZhen. It attracts poeple ranges from
teenagers to the elderlys. The main char-
acteristic of this district is the crowd and
fashion.

The DongMen shopping district is mainly
formed by the two main pedestrain shop-
ping streets running through the east-west,
and the north-south axis of DongMen. The
horizontal one connects to the MTR sta-
tion and the HuBei Village, while the verti-
cal one connects to the residential area on
top. This commercial district has good con-
nectivity with the surroundings, people can
easily reached this area for shopping.
Moreover, this district has been re-devel-
oped in the late 90, therefore, the main
pedestrian streets are wide enough and can
afford the fierce flow of visitors everyday.
Other supportive facilities are also working
well enough. Public Spaces are adequate for

a moving community at such. In general,
the overall shopping system works well
and successful enough.

Although there are no big issue concern-
ing DongMen, some smaller scale prob-
lems are arising. For instance, within
DongMen, some back street spaces are
deteriorating, there are hygiene problems;
Some upper floor areas are disserted due
to the great competition from the ground
level shopping pattern; Open spaces are
not well designed for using; As around
DongMen, there are many new com-
mercial zones established in recent years,
which are aimming to provide more high-
end products and services, and thus, caus-
ing fierce competition to the development
of DongMen.

Therefore, of all these social problems, we
need to redevelop DongMen, to reinforce
its identity, as well as its core value as a
heaven of fashion sales, so as to maintain
its competitiveness in ShenZhen and not
to be eliminated.

--- Peter So | Eric Mak | Gary Mak

DONG MEN
LAND USAGES

SHOPPING --- As illustrated, DongMen
can be divided into two parts - residential
areas on top, and commercial areas at the
bottom. Visitors mainly go to the central
commercial district for shopping. Malls and
shopping arcades situate all over the area.
Some other supportive programs like clin-
ics, schools are at the peripheral areas.

AND PUBLIC SPACES

MAIN CIRCULATION --- Visitors go
to DongMen for shopping. The main
shopping areas located along the main pe-
destrian streets, running along and across
the site. There are also some bigger public
open spaces along the pedestrian streets.
Many street activities and events are held
along the streets and the open spaces.

System is

IH..:“- e . o U

|

SECOND LAYER
STREET NETWORK

SMALL STREETS --- Apart from the
main pedestrian shopping streets running
through the site, there are also many small
streets at the back sides. There are not as
many people within the small streets, but
there are similarly many kinds of low-end
fashion sales. Yet, the overall outlook and
usage of those streets are bad.

working well

:__

VISITORS
PATHS

MOVEMENT PATTERN --- Accord-
ing to our observation, visitors in Dong-
Men mainly follows the main pedestrian
streets to shop. There at the back sides,
the smaller streets are unpopular. It is a
good chance to redevelop the back side,
or to reinforce the main streets moving
pattern by specific designs schemes.

tobe upgraded

and

successfully

!._-—,a__. | |
L

TYPE OF
SHOPS

FASHION --- DongMen is renowned for
low-end fashion sales. As we go around the
central districts, all the stores are selling
fashion, from ground floor to upper floors.
There are some snacks shops at corners,
and some daily goods shops at top near the
residential areas. Some upper floor areas in
malls are disserted and not developed well.
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TheDongMen“SpeakEasy”

Development of the back side of pedestrian shopping streets

y

N
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Centre " Corridor

Cultural Complex

DIY
EStalls

PETER
SO KWONG TAT

DONGMEN ---

According to urban site researches, Dong-
Men, as an old business district of ShenZ-
hen, is famous for its cheap and low-end
fashion sales for decades. There are many
small-scale malls, shopping arcades, and
small streets for shopping. It is a popu-
lar pedestrian shopping street heaven for
youngsters and visitors.

The existing DongMen shopping district
was developed in the late 90’s. Until now,
the shopping system works well on the
main pedestrian streets and ground levels.
Yet, the back street sides are being neglect-
ed and are under-valued. Many of the back
side small streets are quite desserted, and
are relatively very unpopular when com-
pared to the main streets. Not to mention,
the hygiene and building outlook situation
are deteriorating.

In addition, there are some new and high-
end commercial districts developed nearby
DongMen in recent years, which arouse
great competition. If Dongmen does not
improve itself, to sustain its competitive-
ness, someday later it may lose its position
as one of ShenZhen’s most popular shop-
ping districts. Thus, there is a need to revi-
talize and redevelope DongMen.

This project attempts to develop some in-
sufficiently used buildings and spaces at
the back side of the main pedestrian streets
storefronts in DongMen. The concept of
“SpeakEasy” is used, to intentionally create
some hidden structures and programs at the
backside, so as to provide another kind of
shopping experience other than the main-
stream low-end fashion streets shopping in
DongMen. The programs introduced are
all based on the fashion identity of Dong-
Men, including three new nodes: 1lhigh-
end Fashion Cultural Complex. 2|Fash-
ion Exhibition Avenue. 3 |Fashion-related
Learning Centre.

The key design of this project is a regen-
eration of an undervalued shopping mall
complex in the central spot of the whole
shopping district of DongMen. Hopefully
by regenerating it into the new Fashion
Cultural Complex, the fashion shopping
industry of DongMen can be upgraded.

--- PETER SO

Fashion Local Culture
Show-Avenye Shops
ibition Fashion Arts
ports Exhibition
I_ b !
i 1 i) \ Wi £ W i
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' Problems ‘in’

and ‘out’

of DongMen district

s
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Low-end, old, dirty and lack of competitiveness
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DONGMEN SITE
INFO. AND ANALYSIS

SITE ANALYSIS --- DongMen is mainly

composed of the residential areas and com-

mercial shopping areas. With the main two S —
pedestrian streets running through the Reshdgsid
commercial area, visitors mainly go along Governmen: NN |
the two streets for shopping. Some public o

spaces are located along the streets, and
there are many interior small shopping
streets forming a second layer of shopping
network.

DongMen shopping district is working well
anough in the main pedestrian streets, how-
ever, there are still some minor problems to
be resolved in the back streets, namely, the -
building situation, the hygiene problem, \
etc. In addition to the latest competition |
from nearby commercial zones, DongMen
need to upgrade the area by introducing
more kinds of shopping experience and
redeveloping existing old districts to stay
competitive. Land Use

Infrastrucrural

Open Space Main Pedestrain Streets

Small Streets Network

ANALYSIS ON SPACE

BACK STREET --- The back sides of
the main pedestrian streets are filled with
smaller scale street network, which are
undervalued now. It is a great opportunity
to introduce new program and spaces to
that area. By holding on to existing shop-
ping pattern in DongMen, the smaller
street network should be a place for visi-
tors to discover and explore more, rather
than just wandering and moving along the

main streets, or just staying in public open
spaces. As the back side is not directly con-
nected to the main street shopfronts, there
can be some new programs for discovering.
In this project, fashion and culture related
programs are injected into these spaces,
by modifying the back spaces of the main
streets. The main focal point - Fashion
Cultural Centre will be providing high-end
fashion culture programs, while the Learn-
ing Centre and Exhibition area on the two
ends act as supports.

SMALL MAIN
PEDESTRIAN PEDESTRAIN PUBLIC SPACES
STREETS STREETS
TO DISCOVER TO MOVE TO STAY

Existing Shop Distribution and Layouts
(Plenty of shops on G/F | Possibility to be demolished and re-programmed)

FASHION

~ COMPLEX

FASHION
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DESIGN
SCHEME

FASHION CULTURAL COMPLEX ---
This building is the focal point for this
design project, which is a renovation of an
existing undervalued small-scale shopping
mall. Two new floors are added on top of
the existing mall as new spaces, while the
interior is crafted with voids, and repro-
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THREE ELEMENTS ---
ENTRANCES | NEW

PAVMENT | FASHION

CULTURAL COMPLEX

THREE ELEMENTS --- This pro-
ject consists of three new nodes as intro-
duced. At the same time, there are three
elements connecting all the three nodes
together. Firstly, the new landscape pave-
ment is introduced along the back side for

re-development. At such, visitors can eas-
ily follow the new route to get to the new

grammed for a new shopping experience.

—Landscape —Graphic spaces. Secondly, there are new entrances
Garden Design Office -m“m ~ to the specific nodes. Visitors should iden-
— — i Wi ] tify them once approaching them along the
Hotel Interior new pavement. Thirdly, the Fashion Cul-
Lobby Design Office tural Complex is playing the central role to
T Hotel i 1T graphy link them all up. Along the route, there are
Reception Design Office also some other new space and programs,
— — namely, the DIY Shops, the Local Culture
Hotel Flln} Shops, the Arts Display Corridor, etc. As
Rooms Design Office illustrated, a different atmosphere will be
Hotel M A udio generated at the back side of the pedestrian
Services Design Office streets. When you arrive at the new nodes, ‘ =y
L . — the interior space and architecture are also S04 i
Fashion Design Photography totally different from the existing popular S
Studio Studio | Gallery shopping streets in DongMen. Therefore, &y | 2.Fashi S}gAve
Sewing _ _ a new community will be created and more ) ~
Workshop Boutiques visitors will be attracted to the new areas.
Knitting Accessories ’ I \ (44 9 r
Workshop —«Shops he Sp e akE asy
Make-up . Jewellery
Studio ~ Shops
Media Library
Laboratory (fashion & arts)
Existing
Shops
Main
Entrances

NEW PROGRAMS
IN'THE FASHION
CULTURAL COMPLEX

FASHION PROGRAMS --- As the reno-
vated shopping mall is being turned into the
focal point of the back side development of
DongMen, many fashion-related programs
are introduced as a centre building for the
district. The ground floor is mainly served
for food and beverage shops; 1st floor is for
high-end boutiques; 2nd floor is for crea-
tive design offices; 3rd floor is for fashion
design studios; while the newly added 5th
floor is hotel like service apartment for de-
signers; the 6th floor is a landscape garden
for visitors in DongMen as a new public
space to enjoy. Tutors from studios and of-
fices in the Fashion Cultural Complex will
give lectures in the Learning Centre; also,
they will prepare for the fashion catwalk

G/F PLAN 1/F PLAN

shows in the Fashion Exihibition Avenue. ; 3 . z 'Ié'. : ‘ b il s e i- e - : -"J =t “
Therefore, all three new nodes are all inter- The DongMen ‘SpeakEasy’ --- Fashion Culturgl Centre 2 i ¢ T ¢ T s S o P L N “=Fhe*§ PERKE
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SecondSkin:ANewTypology

Transformmg the shopping model of pedestrian streets in Chlna
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MAK CHIU FUNG, GARY

Dongmen, a hustle and bustle pedestrian
area in Shenzhen, attracts a wide variety
of shoppers from different social classes. It
not only accommodates upmarket shopping
malls like Sun Plaza and Maoye, but also
some fake goods stores located at the back
streets. The design of buildings in Dong-
men varies a lot, some are short blocks with
2 to 3 storeys, and some are very bulky
blocks higher than 6 storeys. The upper lev-
els are mainly occupied with wholesale and
retail, while some are restaurants and even
vacant. The unwelcome elevation of those
buildings and its fair programs limit the
pedestrians to mainly focus on the ground,
shaping a monolithic shopping experience
only in x-y direction. This shopping model
is a common case in today China where pe-
destrain streets are an inseparable part for
most of the developed cities.

The project is to critique this monolithic
model and researches about the generic pe-
destrian shopping in Shenzhen. Since only
the ground floor is used sufficiently and the
elevation of the buildings is only used for
billboards, and even neglected, the design
attempts to make use of the elevation space
to propose new ways of experiencing con-
sumerism. By displaying people experienc-
ing products through the second skin and
introducing the mixture of shopping and
cultural programs, the transformation of
consumerism in China is further argued
that new shopping model should not only
be simple and direct ‘buying and selling’ on
the ground level but should also go towards
experiencing and shopping vertically.

The design of a second skin device is flexible
enough to attach to the existing structures
of those transformed buildings. Providing
the buildings with various transparency
of glass pannels and adjustable overhang
areas, the new skin will generate a layer
of secondary space to support more shop-
front display. Meanwhile, a linear fashion
museum is settled on the toppest parts as
the end destination for the new shopping
experience.
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ANALYSIS OF EXISTING
FACADE CONDITONS

Above and right---JieFang Road and Ren-
minbei Road are the major pedestrian
streets of the area and they intercept in
front of Sun Plaza. The elevations of the
buildings along these streets give the first
impression of Dongmen and mostly affect
the streetscape. The analysis begins with

Existing Elevation Space

Bulky,Opaque...AWaste!

Fair elevations limit the shopping experience

T ST
‘/-

Togrnd

..m Eb A= ,..d A

Fl.lan.'-ﬂ“(
RIEIER

Qa2
MR semen

photo records and then further catego-
rizes the facades into 4 types in general.
The most common type is the solid eleva-
tion without much transparency. The less
common case is those with small or linear
windows. The least common are those with
opaque lower parts and solid upper parts.
Even in buildings with small windows, the
elevation space is always vacant and only
installed with giant signages or billboards.
Therefore, there is a potential to utilize
these neglected spaces to create a degree of

--- Gary Mak

¥ Lot s gE [——1—" e 4 e transparency and broaden what the pedes-
| F BN = | Ll M _H t L = ¥ - e trian’s eyes can travel, then motivate their
BN & . .
E": | Ha] b i ! | Hm s ks : W A e ERIW ol g shopping interest. --- Gary Mak
|| A | X | -- | | % ki .

ough the second skin along Jiefang Road

What Make Dongmen leferent

HuaQiangBei A
(Fake Eldctromic] -~ : -
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Market)

Below --- Although some snack shops are
located in the nodes of these two streets,
ground level is mainly occupied by a vari-
ety of retail business. --- Gary Mak

- Bank | ATM
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Shopping Sequence

Types of Shoppers

Destination

Find Ways
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Purchase
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Section of Renminbei Road e 8 g

SHOPPING SEQUENCE AND ANALYSIS

Above --- Shoppers mainly walk along Jiefang and Renminbei roads and would have their
destinations in mind if they are familiar with the area. Back streets are less popular than
main streets but those cheep goods are available here to provide an alternative

for lower-class customers. Retailers are eager to promote their products by advertising. Gi-
ant signages and billboards occupy the main facades but this is only an direct and simple
ways of advertising. An effective promotion not only raises the awareness but also encour-
ages them to buy more. To stand out from hundreds of shops, shop keepers get customers
attracted by display, showing discount and even giving gifts to the crowd. Shoppers will en-
gage if they find their interesting goods and make up their mind by selection. --- Gary Mak

What Activities a Module can do

[ -2

LAYERS OF SHOPPING
AND CULTURAL
PROGRAMS

Beblow --- addtitional shopping and cul-
tural areas, such as DIY workshops, fash-
ion design studio and barber shops, are
mixed with a linear fashion museum while
the ground-level stores are mainly intact
except some altered for vertical circula-
tion --- Gary Mak

Second Skin

Linear Fashion Museum

Street-front Retailing and fashion-related programs

Circulation All of the metal slabs and structural members to be prefabricated in facatories

CONCEPTUAL
DIAGRAMS AND
DETAILS

Above left--- by introducing a second skin
device, that is standardized, adjustable and
prefabricated, the elevation space can be
upgraded for more activities and become
transitional to other levels to achieve hor-
izontal and vertical penetration.

Below --- sections of Jiefang Road

A Flexible and Prefab Solution

to the Problems of Dongmen

Device for Second Skin

to encourage exploration

/

Attachmente %

Attach to existing structure \
g k e T

Ajustabliity »

Column members to be ajustable in height

£1
"

Prefabrication =

L

Standardisation | I|'
The width of the structural member to be standardised L
in 1.5m and 2m \JJ

Flexibility W
Glass panels to be flexible with different design

1:50 Isometric Detail

—

Transitonal Space Connects
Vertically to Other Levels

Section C Section B

Section A
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SPATTAL VARIATION OF
MODULAR SYSTEM

Left --- alternation of the spaces behind
the second skin can fit to the proposed pro-
grams. Some can also be varied for vertical
circulation. The original use of this layer
of space is much hidden. By reconstructing
this narrow space, the shoppers can explore
more in Dongmen and more pedestrian
flow can regenerate the retail business ver-
tically to create more commercial opportu-
nities.

Middle left --- Photos of 1:50 detail model

with 3 bays composed of verical glass panels
and the concept model in 1:2000

Middle right --- Collage of Fashion Mu-
seum shows the culutrally-mixed shopping
experience. Pedestrians can transit from
shopping experience to cultural activities.

Bottom --- Collage inside the second skin.
The new layer provides a transparent space
for retailers to display their products and
also the shopping activities behind the
scene. It is also an effective way to encour-
age people to stroll along the new skin and
interact with different shops.

An Enriched Environment
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Character Lost ! The

Sungang awaits a new up-
grade for the logistics fa now

Sungang is a historical logistic site. It is first
set up as a trading terminal for the nearby
region during China economic reform in
1970s. And due to the active state of the
area, Sungang became the main freight sta-
tion in Shenzhen. Indicated in the diagram
we can observed that the huge train depot
marked such a glorious history of Sungang.

The site used to be self sustainable as high

And in recent years, the government
planned to make Qingshuihe as the core
logistic area in Shenzhen but Sungang
as an assisting area for the newly devel-
oped logistic park. Although Sungang also
gained an opportunity to redevelop jointly
with Qingshuihe, this historical area is no
doubt losing its character.

labour demand allowed the area to expand LEGEND
its residential area freely according to the
railway grid as indicated as pink in the dia- 1 train depot
gram. The residential areas occupy all re- 2 railway system
sidual land around the railway network. 3 urban village

4 logistics centre
However due to north shift of land use, the 5 wholesale centre
logistic importance of the site gradually 6 warehouse centre
lost. The railway network is no longer used 7 residential towers
and abandoned. More and more industrial 8 urban park
buildings are vacant and changed into alter- 9 logistics park

native uses such as warehouse or wholesale
centres.

RED existing railway
PINK historical railway
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Experimental Recycle Village

The New Model - Material Recovery Facilities x Public Housing

CHEUNG YUEN CHING
ANGUS

SUNGANG --- The site, as a hinge of new
logistic park Qingshuihe and old logistic
community Sungang, awaits an activation
to give Sungang a more distinctive charac-
ter. Learning from recycle activities - the
second hand market and material recycling
by local migrants, this project aims to sus-
tain and upgrade this type of social initiated
program on the site.

"This intervention is composed of three lay-
ers. The first layer targets to maintain the
affordable architectural typology of the
recycling village for the collection and the
trading activity of used materials. Small to
Medium sizes of studio space is suitable for
upcycle renovation studios, non govern-
ment organizations and social enterprises
aiming to provide job opportunities for the
needs.

The second layer is the plugin of a material
recovery facilities divided in six chambers
in order to work directly with the recycling
village beneath it and living units above it,
acting as a functional joint between resi-
dents and upcycle activities. It also collects
recycables from nearby districts so as to
achive social responsibility. All six cham-
bers show all working machinery process
outwards to the public with clear facade.
These facilities not only perform as tech-
nology model for recycling industries but
also a social model for education and social
awareness.

The third layer is high density low income
public housing development consisted of
five tower interlocked by sky garden bridg-
es and common delivery core with material
recovery facilities and recycle village.

This project attempts to experiment how
the social initiated activity of recycling can
be encouraged. The introduction of the
idea of social enterprise and new technol-
ogy will also provide local recyclers with
opportunities and venue to upgrade them-
selves from amateur and grassroot level to
upcycle and value adding skills and knowl-
edge. --- CHEUNG YUEN CHING
ANGUS
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Government Incentive

Brings'Technology to SG

Single Stream Recycle - Material Recovery Facilities
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UPCYCLE - SUNGANG
ISTHE RIGHT CHOICE

The existing site is a hinge between Qing-
shuihe and Sungang. When we consider
the whole site in larger scale with con-
sumer behavior and railway network con-
ditions, we can observe that the current
site is located in a special location where
consumer activities are not actively taking
place. This shows that Sungang is having
a special mission to the society other than
consumer retail or commercial needs.

Further zoom in into the chosen area, it
is oberved that the existing area is car-
rying out active recycle activies and less
active logistics activities. With ineffective
scale of land use, socially initiated activi-
ties cannot be fully encouraged. To solve
waste crisis in Shenzhen and to activate
Sungang at the same time, to glorify the
recycling activities is our inspiring key.

Waste Crisis is Our Opportunity

1
o
48%

food waste

1%

others

>

12%

hazardous

ACHIEVE DISTRICT
RESPONSIBILITY

Current waste treatment facilities can no
longer handle the total waste produced.
The material recovery facility is intro-
duced to ease the waste burden. This in-
tervention is a single stream recyclable
treating machine where all recyclables can
be input at the same time and well-sorted
particular types of recyclables are eventu-
ally output during the progress. This fast
and precise technology can effectively en-
courage social initiated recycling activities
in order to ease the social burden of waste
treatment. ( The red points illustrated in
the diagram represent current recyclable
collection spots. )

4
@
39%

recyclables

D 20%

g 10%  YEARLY

PRODUCE
4,400,000
TONS
OF WASTE

3%

YEARLY

TREATS

} 3,500,000
TONS

landfill points OF WASTE

/

GROUND LEVEL
UPCYCLE CLUSTERS

This MRF plugin is placed above afford-
able renovations studios and beneath pub-
lic housing units. This arrangement in one
hand allows people to directly retrieve
treated recyclable products and carry out
upcycling process and, on the other, allows
fast and rapid sorting of recyclable material
produced from housing units above.

Existing topology is referenced in the de-
sign of ground floor level recycling village
in order to provide low capital local recy-
clers or non government organizations with
more new an affordable venue to start their
second hand goods business.
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RESIDENT —
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as aresident...

—_ LOGISTICS
~_ VEHICLES

as a vehicle...
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Next: Headquarters Economy

Starting With A New Iypology of Automobile Industrial Park
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."ill‘.'_
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!

LEE WAI SHING, SIMON

The project explores how to develop new
generation of HQ industry in the city. The
project firstly researches about the Sun-
gang automobile trading and repairing ac-
tivities. The intention of the project is to
enlarge and integrate these kind of industry
by proposing a high-end industrial R&D
complex, specifically to automobile testing
and experiments, to be developed on the
site. The complex also becomes the center
to integrate many surround programs. By
itself, it is also a sharing facility to conduct
automobile testing, information releasing,
knowledge exchanges. Incubator offices are
also introduced to be part of the complex,
in order to encourage more national elites
to settle down in Luohu.

SG was position as an industrial site, when
they design SZ in 1970s. Therefore it has
a lot way railway lines, penetrating the site
for transportation purposes for the factory.
however as the industrial business shifted
north like Dongguan. Now it has very lim-
ited program, (residential, F&B, fashion &
stationary wholesales, local material supple
shops and automobile sales.

I believe SG has a lot of potential to be fur-
ther development, and I want to achieve
back the urban industry. As I believe a
healthy city structure should be able to self-
sustain. And SZ now is week on industrial
business. I m Going to provide a centre for
automobile development, tightening the
neighborhood with the loose cluster group.

The centre itself is not just a sharing facil-
ity to conduct automobile testing, but it is
also allow information releasing & knowl-
edge exchanges. Incubator offices are also
introduced to be part of the complex, in
order to encourage more national elites to
settle down in Luohu. By doing this, this
can increase the national competition of the
site. The complex also becomes the center
to integrate many surround programs, and
create a “ripple effect”. One of the key is to
affect the neighborhood program & rede-
velop the abandoned warehouse.

M.ARCH I STUDIO

CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG NEW TOWN NEWS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012

Automobile Research &
DevelopmentinSungang

Industrial Town to Automobile Headquarter Park

Automobile
R&D Hub
Incubator
Office
S Automobile
g & : Museum
@‘ o ' Hotel &
N | /.
$ = Hostel
om0\
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— l I :i Ing route
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= Industrial idea applied +  Industries further developed + Residential provided for local workers +  Waorkers use the rail route to work. + Works & living all in one town. = Industrial shifted north. + Factories near the residential area be- «  This town no longer self sustain
- Logistic railway network provided for - Extension of the railway network + Rail track became delivery network, inter- - Became a self sustain area. - Sungang lost its industrial signature. came wholesale & retails, - Residents find job opportunities out of
distribution of goods. nal circulation network & the main road. « Some factories became warehouses. Sungang.
1 1 [ | 1

DEVELOPMENT

The development of Sungang is part of
the Shenzhen development plan in 1970s,
Sungang was position as an industrial town,
mainly produce goods for Shenzhen mak-
ing it a self sustain city. Large railway facil-
ity is supporting the factories, and second-
ary railway network continuing supporting
the expansion of the factories.

FEN e

However when the policy and land value
changed, factories moved out of Sungang.
Therefore this district is no longer sus-
tainable. Citizen needs to get out of Sun-
gang for job opportunities, unemployment
is high. Some of the factories turned into
warehouse & wholesales as temporary pro-
gram. Though the nearby town can provide
jobs for Sungang citizen, but this is not a
healthy status. Therefore something has to
be done to solve this.

AutomobileBusinessinSungang

e e i)

No. of Carsin ShenZhen

350000 |
300000 |
250000 ¢
200000
150000 -
100000 |

50000

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

B No. of Cars

Driver Group

HExperience 1-3 years

= Experience 4 years or more

Commerial(yellow), residential(blue) &
industrial(red) are the main program in
Sungang. Those are all vibrant and fulfil
the human need. However industrial is
falling apart, mainly have several reasons:

1) Lacking of a strong business theme,
which its identity is blur.

2) Loose cluster group & small local busi-
ness loosely located, lacking the sense of a
city centre as well as place for gathering.

3) After the factories moved, this create a
lot of abandoned warehouse and cause a
huge land problem.
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which will help revitalising NW with Sungang will become self sustain again

automobile industries.

like in 1980s.
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PROPOSAL & INFLUENCE

Long Straight

SUNGANG PROBLEM o
SOLVING

’ Note *Fole"

City Centre & Culture Hub

PARK IN'THE CITY,
CITY IN THE PARK.

By inventing a sustainable park within the
Sungang city, it can upgrade the town’s na-
tional competition and upgrade its idenity.
This park contains lots of sharing office

I mixed and matched the program on each
floor, in order to achieve a divert experi-
ence for outsiders when they walk through
each level. But they are not balance dis-

This platform wants to attacts dif- The R&D industry will inter-

1) Reason of Abandoned land in SG

Low class industry, high rent, people can’t
afford = abandoned land. This problem can
be solve if the industry have been upgraded.

2) How the use up the land.

Which is to Upgrade from “secondary pro-
duction industry” to “Tertiary” research &
development industry”,

Where the SG business chain can be en-
large and eventually the office will base in
SG and affect the surrounding programs.
Which will revitalize the site even more.

5) Flipped Program

However 2nd & 3rd industry closely relat-
ed, so here could be flipped relationship in
this area. Office in my park, manufactur-
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WORK SPACE
DEVELOPMENT

The transformation of international tech-
nology parks from closed facilities to open
communities is also reflected in the impor-
tant changes in the way office and labora-
tory workspaces are organized. To accom-
modate the changing needs of researchers,
the working models of R&D companies
have developed from traditional offices,
to distributed working systems, and now
back to workspaces where both facilities
and a sense of community can be shared.

Orginal triditional. Small rental space for both office & lab.
One company with all facility. Each office & labs all close door.

All people belong to 1 company. Only program mixed inbuilding.

Large space require. Not facility shared.
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Different sizes of office for rental. No fixed office base. Provide all scale of working space.
i Attract variety of programs. Freelance. Create social environment.
iy All close door. Lack of effeciency. Sharing public space.
l One workable for few industries. Sharing facility.

Sharing Knowledge.
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Hong Kong Science & Technology Park. Paju Book City, Korea.
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MAIN CIRCULATION

PROGRAMATIC
DISTRIBUTION

-

REQUIRMENT FOR
PRIVATE LOG

LARGE OFFICE,
PRIVATE COURTYARD

SITE COVERAGE: 60%
HEIGHT LIMIT: 15m

<

PLOT RATIO: 1.25

OPTION 1
GREENARY COVERAGE 60%

W o MEDIAN OFFICE SITE COVERAGE: 70% PLOT RATIO: 1.25 OPTION 2
. [ e SEMI-PRIVATE HEIGHT LIMIT: 13.5m GREENARY COVERAGE 60%
i COURTYARD
| ey
. Hotel Related . - N
Others : \
@
ENTERPRICE OFFICE SITE COVERAGE: 80% PLOT RATIO: 1.5 OPTION 3
OPEN COURTYARD HEIGHT LIMIT: 11.5m GREENARY COVERAGE 60%
TESTING FACILITIES

Automobile is a dynamic element, which
gives a dramatic speed, sound as well as vis-
ual impact. Therefore my testing facilities
would enhance these elements and provide
a different ways to appreciate it.

The 1.4km long top testing track included
3 testing experience; large loop, blended
bank and long straight. These fulfil dif-
ferent testing requirement, which aiming
to become the top standard of automobile
testing centre.

The 3D cinema experience, more con-

centrate in delivering the enhancement of

visual & sound experience to the visitor &
buyers.
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AUTOMOBILE R&D HUB
DESIGN FEATURE

Cluster Group

Different scale & range of cluster group lo-
cated in one area, which create opportunity
of knowledge & cultural exchange. Also it
is a “Park in the city” as well as “City in
the Park”, which provide some meditations
& breathing space for the users & locals.
Which will become the city centre of SG.

Scissors ramp

create inter-layer between visitor & officer,
especially provide a greater R&D atmos-
phere to the outsiders. Which further en-
hance the town identity & the center of the

city.

The ring

It is a multi function exhibition area as well
as a car testing ground, act as the skidpad
for car testing & show. It is also a place for
information releasing, knowledge exchang-
es.




M.ARCH I STUDIO

Renmin South Road

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012

The NpwTown News

How can Luohu transform to
comply with Shenzhen’s future?

The Special Economic Zone of Shenzhen
is one of China’s most economically power-
tul cities. This fact is, however, not always
discernible, as one enters Shenzhen via the
Luohu border checkpoint. Upon emerg-
ing from the Luohu border checkpoint,
one sets foot on Renmin South Road, the
southern most road connecting the border
checkpoint with the rest of Luohu.

On Renmin South Road, one is greeted with
an urban landscape that mainly consists of
low and mid-rise residential apartments,
shopping malls, and few office towers.
Some of these commercial buildings are
surprisingly vacated, or afflicted with less-
than-optimal occupancy rates and survive
on a feeble stream of passers-by.

These buildings were built during a time
when Luohu district was the rising star
of capitalist consumerism and production
in Shenzhen. Since the conception of the
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone in 1980,
the main developments in Shenzhen were
organised in cores, starting from Luohu,

and spread out in a linear fashion to other
nearby districts, notably Futian, Bao’an,
and Nanshan to the west direction, and
Longgang to the northeast direction.
The Futian district, in particular, is rap-
idly become the centre of living and trade
in Shenzhen.

The lack of vitality in Renmin South Road
is a consequence of the road’s poor identi-
fication and characterisation.

Crowds throng the nearby Dongmen dis-
trict, for its cheap goods and food; and
Huagqiang Road in Futian, for its low- and
middle-class shopping options.

With the recent news that the Shenzhen
authorities plan to invest more than 250
billion yuan in the next five to ten years
to make Luohu district an ‘international
consumption centre’, it is certain much
must be done to regain Luohu’s competi-
tive edge in the consumer market, if the
hefty investment is to yield success. ---
CLIFFORD AU, KENNETH CHAN &
CHRIS LEE

INFRASTRUCTURE ACTS
AS A BARRIER

If Renmin South Road is to be a centre of
consumption, much should to be done to
channel visitors from the border check-
point and Futian towards the shopping
malls along Renmin South Road. The met-
ro line and bus station at the checkpoint
draws potential consumers away; and in-
active buildings along the road disrupt the
flow of pedestrians from the commercially
vibrant Dongmen area. (Diagram, right)

LUOHU STILL HAS THE
LARGEST POTENTIAL

Today, the Luohu border checkpoint re-
ceives the most number of pedestrian trav-
ellers. The large volume of people that
passes through the border may provide a
favourable demand market for commercial
ventures along Renmin South Road.
(Diagram, below)
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Renmin To Be Event City “™

° . . RENMIN SOUTH ROAD --- Renmin
nmin South Road Into An Event Destination

South Road, a planned financial and com-
mercial belt situated mere minutes away
from the Luohu border, is replete with
vacated skyscraper towers and buildings
meant for high- and middle-class shopping
malls, and offices.

The current situation is but a reminder of
the once-glorious past when Luohu was the
economic centre of Shenzhen. Today, be-
yond these buildings, on either side of the
road, lies a demographic that cannot afford
anything within these malls, apart from the
supermarket located in an otherwise nearly
untenanted mall.
This situation demands a re-thinking of
how Renmin South Road should position
itself. Should it continue to aspire to attract
the middle and upper classes, or attempt to

integrate the populations that reside in the
vicinity?

An alternative model is proposed: residents
living in the vicinity will play a major role in
the redevelopment of Renmin South Road.
The transformation of Renmin South Road
will occur in phases. In the first phase, va-
cated office blocks will be converted into
residences. The larger resident population
will provide the labour and the demand for
everyday facilities that will be located with-
in the existing untenanted malls. The resi-
dents of Luohu may look forward to more
job opportunities and a chance at upward
social mobility.
Residents and visitors alike will enjoy the
planned event spaces for exhibitions, con-
tests, and local culture.
With the eventual commercial success of
the shopping belt, the belt will be thema-
tised and become an entertainment, retail
and event hub. Museums and theme parks
will be introduced. The current retail op-
tions will be diversified to include electron-
ics and car showrooms.

The existing elevated corridor which links
the buildings together will be articulated
to enhance the shopping, eating and enter-
tainment experience. New structures will
be built to improve the street-level expe-
rience and to connect the street, the com-
mercial buildings and the elevated corridor.

--- CLIFFORD AU YONG
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ACTIVATED DESTINATION

THE REDEVELOPED RENMIN
SOUTH ROAD WILL DRAW
CROWDS FROM NEARBY
DESTINATIONS AND FORGE A
NEW SYNERGY WITH THEM

The Residents of LLuohu
To Be Actively Involved

Redevelopment plan aims to tap on local potential
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CROWDFUNDED
REDEVELOPMENT

RENMIN SOUTH ROAD --- Instead $
of the traditional property development
model, whereby estate developers purchase
the property and are the sole stakeholders,
crowdfunded real estate development al-
lows individuals to have a vested interest
in the property. Residents who own a shop
space in Renmin South Road may pool
their finances to fund the redevelopment of
their own properties, together with prop-
erty developers (diagram, right).
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renmin event city
entertainment « shopping « event

(Below, far right) The experience in Ren-
min Event City will be enhanced by a bus-
tling elevated link through the buildings.

Developer The People

| ’ .

The existing elevated link will be widened [ X, 0 o

fikds

to house a variety of activities, such as shop-
ping, food, and entertainment venues. Cur-

rently a linear path, the elevated link will
extend in other directions to link with other

A \
buildings.  --- CLIFFORD AU YONG m w lw
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DELINEATING THE
ELEVATED LINK

RENMIN SOUTH ROAD --- Re-working
the existing elevated link across the build-
ings along Renmin South Road presents
an opportunity to re-brand Renmin South
Road as a memorable destination.

The link, which is at least a kilometre in
length, is envisioned to be more legible and
imageable. Double-volume spaces along the

link level of shopping malls will be creat-
ed, its envelope transparent for maximum
exposure to the outdoors. Then, parts of
the link that are situated too far from the
main road will be relocated to face the
main road. Lastly, the link will form an
overhang from the existing building, pro-
viding outdoor shade and spaces to hold
outdoor activities (diagrams, below).
(Diagrams, right) The link varies in form
along the stretch of buildings.

--- CLIFFORD AU YONG
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DIAMOND PLAZATO BE
REVAMPED

RENMIN SOUTH ROAD --- The now-
defunct Diamond Plaza will be a focus of
the major redevelopment efforts along
Renmin South Road. The building, which
used to house a major department store,
will be transformed into a shopping centre
with a focus on street fare and car shows.
The initial stages of redevelopment will fo-
cus on local fare. Luohu residents and visi-
tors can expect Chinese street food from
Guangzhou and other areas.

The ground floors will feature vocational
institutions such as car mechanics work-
shops. Residents can sign up to learn or
work at these centres. These institutions
will support the other programmes in the
building, such as car display shows.

The existing structure of the building will
be mostly retained; floor plates will be re-
designed to incorporate double volume
spaces that can accommodate public events.
The current car park spiral ramp will be ex-
posed and used for human circulation and
host carnival-like stores.

The revamped mall will be served by ele-
vated links that connect with other build-
ings. --- CLIFFORD AU YONG
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Border City: Block/ Merge?

Re-identify Luohu Community as Hong Kong Concession
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M.ARCH. STUDENT

HUBEI VILLAGE --- Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pel-
lentesque vestibulum, metus nec pulvinar
facilisis, nulla elit molestie ante, sit amet
posuere est ante vel ante. Cras vel phare-
tra odio. Curabitur a turpis vel lectus plac-
erat imperdiet. Pellentesque habitant mor-
bi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada
fames ac turpis egestas. Cras laoreet, purus
non posuere tincidunt, justo neque tinci-
dunt orci, ut congue velit purus eget leo.
Aliquam erat volutpat. Nullam non nisl et
risus convallis ullamcorper eget suscipit
tellus. Proin accumsan sollicitudin ultrices.
Vestibulum elementum erat sit amet lectus
luctus tincidunt. Vestibulum ante ipsum
primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices po-
suere cubilia Curae;

Vestibulum sit amet dictum lectus. Sed
feugiat sollicitudin suscipit. Pellentesque
habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus
et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Cura-
bitur ante leo, suscipit vitae cursus ut, con-
vallis ut erat. Nullam id metus lectus. Sus-
pendisse sagittis, nisl vitae adipisc. Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisc-
ing elit.

Pellentesque vestibulum, metus nec pulvi-
nar facilisis, nulla elit molestie ante, sit amet
posuere est ante vel ante. Cras vel pharetra
odio. Curabitur a turpis vel lectus placerat
imperdiet. Pellentesque habitant morbi
tristique senectus et netus et malesuada
fames ac turpis egestas. Cras laoreet, purus
non posuere tincidunt, justo neque tinci-
dunt orci, ut congue velit purus eget leo.
Aliquam erat volutpat. Nullam non nisl et
risus convallis ullamcorper eget suscipit
tellus. Proin accumsan sollicitudin ultrices.
Vestibulum elementum erat sit amet lectus
luctus tincidunt. Vestibulum ante ipsum
primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices po-
suere cubilia Curae;

Vestibulum sit amet dictum lectus. Sed
feugiat sollicitudin suscipit. Pellentesque
habitant morbi tristique senectus et ne-
tus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.
Curabitur ante leo, suscipit vitae cursus ut,
convallis ut erat. Nullam id metus lectus.
Suspendisse sagittis, nisl vitae adipisc ---
YOUR NAME AGAIN GOES HERE
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Louhu has her Own Needs, so does Hong Kong

LOCATION --- Explain the diagram(s) above in a full paragraph that fills this space. Make sure to explain it in such a way that a visitor
looking at this board will understand clearly what you are trying to represent, without you being there to say a word. Explain the diagram(s) b‘%
above in a full paragraph that fills this space. Make sure to explain it in such a way that a visitor looking at this board will understand clearly /

what you are trying to represent, without you being there to say a word. Explain the diagram(s) above in a full paragraph that fills this space.
Make sure to explain it in such a way that a visitor looking at this board will understand clearly what you are trying to represent, without S HENZHEN
you being there to say a word. Explain the diagram(s) above in a full paragraph that fills this space. Make sure to explain it in such a way
that a visitor looking at this board will understand clearly what you are try explain it in such a way that a visitor looking at this board will
understand clearly what you are trying to represent, without you being there to say a word. Then, your --- NAME HERE o
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Vestibulum sit amet dictum lectus. Sed
feugiat sollicitudin suscipit. Pellentesque
habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et
malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Curabi-
tur ante leo, suscipit vitae cursus ut, conval-
lis ut erat. Nullam id metus lectus. Suspend-
isse sagittis, nisl vitae adipisc Vestibulum sit
amet dictum lectus. Sed feugiat sollicitudin
suscipit. Pellentesque habitant morbi tris-
tique senectus et netus et malesuada fames
ac turpis egestas. Curabitur ante leo, suscip-
it vitae cursus ut, convallis ut erat. Nullam

id metus lectus. Suspendisse sagittis, nisl vi-
tae adipisc --- NAME GOES HERE
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Megafield, City overtheRail

Regeneration of the Space Over the Railway (TANGE KENZ0, 196

Almost before the megastruc-
ture movement was under
way, Tange had produced
what looked like remaining
the movement’s major mas-
terpiece - an urban structure
extending downtown Tokyo
some eighteen kilometres
across the bay.

EXODUS, OR VOLUNTARY PRISONERS CRYSTAL ISLAND
® WALKING CITY AND PLUG-IN CITY ™ NP S . OF ARCHITECTURE (KOOLHAAS,1972) (NORMAN FOSTER, 2008)

LI SHANCHAO CHRIS (ARCHIGRAM, 1963)

Walking City Project

Most celebrated of early Archigram projects, largely because of
the alarm caused among the older planning Establishment by the
thought of ¢ elements of the capital city * being put on legs and
set to roam the world. Their location here in the East River, with
the towers of Manhattan in the background, suggests a deliberate
challenge to older vision of the future - but it was always danger-
ous to take Archigram too seriously, or at apparent face value.

Three categories of the project: Crystal Island is a building
}tJro ect in Moscow, Russi

ha{‘ is currently g)anne

to have around 2,500,000
square metres (27,000,000
square feet) of floor space
and a height of 450 me-
tres (1,476gft) des}gned by
Norman Foster. At these
limensions upon comple-
tion it would be the largest
structure (in floor spacey on
earth. It is stated to_have a
multitude of cultural, exhi-
bition, performance, hotel,
apartment, retail and officé
space, as well as an interna-
tional school for 500 stu-
ents.

The frist category, includes the Con-
ceptual Metaphorical projects: the Story
of the Pool, and the city of the Captive
Glove. The second , intermediate cate-
gory, the Idealized projects, is represent-
ed by the Egg of Columbus, the Hotel
Sphinx, and the Welfare Palace Hotel.
The last and most pragmatic category
includes the Roosevelt Island Housing,
under the heading of Immediately Real-
izable projects.

Plug-In City Project

This enormous and much wrought axonometric drawing assem-
bles the whole ‘kit of parts’, from diagonal frames to the mobile
office towers on the super-highway, and the obsessive ‘capsule’
housing unit which is plugged in to practically every structure
in the drawing, and the cranes employed to move the capsules
about. The architectural format was extremely precise, and the
fitting together the various parts of the kit shows a variability and
control of three-dimensional complexity rare among ‘Utopian’
projects of the period.

GENERAL
DEFINITION

The general definition of megastruc-
ture is that buildings or structures have

TOMORROW’S CITY
HALL PROJECT
(LOUIS KAHN, 1952)

One of the prime sources for the diag-
onal frame so frequently proposed for
megastructures, and the first of Kahn’s
studies of the replanning of Philadel-
phia which collectively were to exercise
great influence on the megastructure
movement.

a super huge volume like the Great
Pyramid and Great Wall.

Great Wall
Great Pyramid
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Unit 1 Innovation Office
LAY DOWN THE TOWER
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“The field describes a space of propagation, of effects, It contains no matter or material points, rather functions, vectors |
and speeds. It describes local relations of ditference within fields of celerity, transmission or of difference within fields of
celerity, transmission or of careering points, in a word, what Minkowski called the world.” Sanford Kwinter 1986

Megafield can provide a huge platform for the vertical and horizontal extension of the city organization and conditions (
of people’s activities. Megafield is reconceptualized as a condition conducive to certain outcomes, certain possibilities of |
activity and habitation.

Therefore, just like the boundary between rural and urban areas is blurred by the urbanization process, the boundary
between megafield and other part of the city is also blurred. Its ground floor should open to the city and pedestrian, only
contain some public facilities and traffic matters, so crowds of the gr_ou_nd_can choose pass through or enter into the field
in any routines and ways; contalnlng sufficient infrastructure and facilities which are connected with the existing city J
network, welcoming any usage from different people groups and ways; providing flexible and variable structure forms and
sp;(lices, connecting the current buildings in different level to adapt to the multiuse program and possibilities of effects
and events.

So megafield is a complex of architecture, structure and infrastructure; establishing an organized system of structure to
become infrastructure, blurring the boundary between infrastructure and architecture.

LI LA LOOO0

Structure Logic Section

P, L ¢ L A § S S P S R - M S

OO OO0

Rendering

Rendering

Unit 4 Art Museum

INTERLACE THE TUNNELS
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Unit 5 Grand Theatre
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Unit 2 Social Housing
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Unit 3 Middle-Class Housing
SKY VILLAGES

Structure Logic

Algebraic

Combination

Field configurations are inherently expand-
able; the possibility of incremental growth
is anticipated in the mathematical relations
of the parts.”

Rely on its special structure type, Megastruc-
ture, which can not only re link separated
city functions but also expand construction
land of dense downtown areas, becomes on
of the realistic solutions of the issue.

Hence, choosing the wasteland along the
railway as the site of megatructure projects
has a general meaning for Shen Zhen as well
as other megacities of china.

Because of the differences of the context, we
need to collage multiple types and plug—in
various boxes in a same framework in order
to achieve incremental growth. Therefore,
according to the specific field condition, any
permutation of forms and programs can be
configured, achieving diverse effects and
events. So the system has a variable possibil-
ity and invariable variability.
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Megafield in The Different Context
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